5.4 The CAN DO Descriptors for WIDA’s Levels of English Language
Proficiency

For teachers unfamiliar with the ELP standards, the CAN DO Descriptors provide a starting point
for working with ELLs and a collaborative tool for planning. As teachers become comfortable with
the Descriptors, the standards’ matrices can be introduced. The CAN DO Descriptors are also
general enough to be appropriate to share with students’ family members to help them understand
the continuum of English language development.
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The CAN DO Descriptors expand the Performance Definitions for the ELP standards by giving
suggested indicators (not a definitive set) in each language domain: listening, speaking, reading and
writing. More targeted than the Performance Definitions, the Descriptors have greater instructional
implications; that is, the information may be used to plan differentiated lessons or unit plans. The
Descriptors may also apply to ACCESS for ELLs® scores and may assist teachers and administrators
in interpreting the meaning of the score reports. In addition, the Descriptors may help explain

the Speaking and Writing Rubrics associated with the ELP test. A distinguishing feature of these
Descriptors, although not explicitly mentioned, is the presence of sensory, graphic or interactive
support, through ELP level 4, to facilitate ELLs’ access to content in order to succeed in school.

The CAN DO Descriptors offer teachers and administrators working with ELLs a range of
expectations for student performance within a designated ELP level of the WIDA ELP Standards.
The Descriptors are not instructional or assessment strategies, per se. They are exemplars of what
ELLs may do to demonstrate comprehension in listening and reading as well as production in
speaking and writing within a school setting. Unlike the strands of MPIs, the Descriptors do not
scaffold from one ELP level to the next. Rather, each ELP level is to be viewed independently.

Currently, the CAN DO Descriptors are written for the entire preK-12 spectrum. Given that

they are generalized across grade spans, it is important to acknowledge the variability of students’
cognitive development due to age, grade level spans, diagnosed learning disabilities (if applicable)
and their diversity of educational experiences. Due to maturation, expectations of young ELLs differ
substantially from those of older students. These differences must be taken into account when using
the Descriptors.

Presented as an oral language and literacy matrix, similar to the format of the ELP standards, the
Descriptors should facilitate educators’ examination of the language domains for the five levels of
English language proficiency. ELP level 6, Reaching, is reserved for those students whose oral and
written English is comparable to their English-proficient peers. Figure 5SM presents the CAN DO
Descriptors of English oral language and literacy development across the levels of English language
proficiency.

In Figure 5N, the CAN DO Descriptors for English language proficiency have been translated

into Spanish. This version may be shared with parents literate in Spanish, perhaps at parent-teacher
conferences, or to set goals for an individual student’s English language development.

RG-57



“UOT)BULIOJUI SIY} SUISN UI PAIOPISUOD
9q 03 are ‘(oqeorjdde J1) sanr[iqesip SuruIes] pasouSeIp pue SAOUILIOAXS [BUOIIBONDPI JO ANSIDAIP JIY) ‘Ssueds [0A9] opeIs ‘05 03 onp Juowdo[oAp 9AIUS0D SJUOPNYS JO AJIqBLIBA

Level 6 Reaching

Sunum jo sarua3

sampadoid ‘sassaooid
9doad ‘s1uans aqudsag

SUOTIODITP UNTIM
10 [e10 Woij pasanbar

sodessowr
£3au00 01 saseryd ‘sprom

J/swiioj o[dnnuw 1oyIny sasuodsa pajreIap uonewIojur UONBUWLIOJUT JAIY) ‘SJoquIAs ‘SU0dT DNPOI] m

$9SINOJSIP puE 10 SEIPT [RUTSLIO 2BIID) 1senuod jareduron) saou 1dword =

soruad opdnnur 01 1583y Sunum asiaa1 pue upyg Shel ‘s90u21uds 110Ys ‘saseryd ® 01 asuodsar U MeI(] w
SIX91UO0D MIU sa1ou 10 sorydeid woiy 2AnNeIreu J0 £1031s0d%0 ‘SSUIMEIP 20NPOI ] sweiderp
01 vonewiojur A[ddy UOTIBWIOJUT JZLIBWWNG $9U0Q-21eq 0NPOIJ SISI] BN ‘sarmo1d “s109(qo [oqe]

o22ds jo sarn3y spiom $10BJ YAIM PIIBIDOSSE

1xa1 11 dun pue ordxe ‘sar[TIrej prom Ajnuapy Jo Surueaw suTWIANGP suzoned o3en3ue| 109729 sorn1eay 1xa1 pue Jurrd s

WoJJ SUOISN[DU0D MEI(] SeapI UTeW 01 SIN[D IX2IU0D IS} sodessowr noqe s1doouoo AJnuapy W

sa01nos a[dnnw 110ddns 16 s[relap puig SEIpI urew AJnuap| 1o11dxa pue s10ey Anuapy junid [eIUdWUOIIAUD =

WOIj UONIBWIOJUT Ued[3 eIEp sassaooid UonEwWIOJUT 10 saseryd ‘sprom 01 (o)
01 [2IEIS2T 1ONPUO)) 10 uonewIojur 121d1U] ‘s3u24d ‘sa1mo1d 2ouanboag Ajrsse[o pue 21807 s[oquids pue SuodI YNIeJA

Ma14 Jo syutod swaqoxd ‘sansst -

pudjop pue ssaxdxy 01 SUONNJOS 2ATIEAID 1O SIUDAD JO SITI0IS [213Y suonsanb o

sasuodsaz s110dox sarnpadsoid $108] 21BISY (Uorym D1oyMm ‘UM >

Amsn( pue sojdurexs 213 [e10 ‘s9y02ads 2AID) ‘s9ss2001d 2qLIOSI(] ordoad ‘s12(qo QeYM ‘OUM) -]\ Tomsuy m

‘euswouayd urerdxy s1doouod suonorpaid axewr 510243 ‘sarmd1d 2qLIdsI(] samiord o
s21eqap U1 933Uy ‘SINSST S2110IS SSNOSI(] ‘sasapod Ay arenuuIo] suonsanb -y A\ sy 9[doad ‘s100(qo aureN

$109(qo ‘sarmiord SuonENsN[[I ‘s193(qo

9SINOJSIP [BIO WOIJ Zursn uonewIoJuUT [EIO 01 suondrdsap [e10 wWoIj SUOTIEIISTI[[T —

3SINOJSIP [BI0 109[J2 pue Isned AJnuap] 2ouanbas 10 9711032187 UONIBWLIOJUT UOIBJA 10 s213y ‘5193(qo 01 m

WOIJ SUOTIDAUUOD I uonewIojul suondaIp suonda11p STUWIDIEIS [BI0 YOIBIA m

3SINOJSIP [BI0 UO Te1o Ajdde pue szAeuy [e10 dars-nnw mofo] [e10 dais-om1 mofjog suondaIIp Z

Paseq s[Ppour 1on1su0)) UonBWIOJUl [BIO0 WOIJ suondrosap SUONONIISUL [e10 dais-auo moqjoq nNJ

UOBWIOJUT [BI0
WoIJ SUOISN[OUO0D MEI(]

3pIND DINOSY

sdiysuonear ‘suonouny
1senuod pue aredwon)

:ued s1oured] o3en3ue| ysiduy 1roddns yrm “Aousoygord o3enuef ysijduy jo [o49] uaAIS oY1 10

21214 “fOusanyoid agengue] ysijSug Jo SPAT a3 J0oj s103dLnssag Od NVYD NS 21ndl4

[eI0 WoIj uonEWIOUT
Iopio .uuu_om ‘9e007T

[e10 01 urpioooe
$109(qo ‘sarn1o1d 1109

saseyd ‘sprom
‘sormord  parels 01 1UI0]

Suidopanaqg
¢ oA

Suluuidag
rACLEY |

Sunug
] oA

RG-58



